CLEAR END DATE AND OVERSIGHT ESSENTIAL FOR EMERGENCY POWERS IN HUNGARY

26 March 2020

Undersigned organizations share the concern of Hungarian civil society expert organisations* about
the indefinite extension of emergency powers to the Hungarian government in the proposed Bill on
Protection against the Coronavirus. Any emergency that may be adopted should come with clear
time limit on these emergency powers, with a review taking place in case prolongation is proposed.
Fundamental protections included in the Constitution and international standards, especially the
requirement that any exceptional measure be not only necessary and proportionate, but also non-
discriminatory and time-bound should be upheld, even in case of emergency, and an effective and
independent mechanism should be created to judge whether government measures are within the
bounds of the Constitution. Therefore, a procedure should be defined for rapid review by the
Constitutional Court to decide on petitions related to the special legal order and individual measures
taken thereunder.

We call on Hungarian government and legislators to stick to these standards in any emergency
legislation relating to the Coronavirus situation. We call on both the central institutions of the
European Union and on the Union’s member states to stipulate that emergency legislation relating
to the Corona crisis will be limited in time and adhering to standards of necessity and proportionality
that should be tested in an expedited legal process and that it is promptly notified to relevant
international human rights protection mechanisms whenever they result in a limitation of other
fundamental rights, as required under international law. The current exceptional circumstances
require strong rule of law safeguards next to proportional and necessary emergency measures to
ensure that human rights are at the centre of any response to the crisis, not unlimited government
rule by decree that can last beyond the actual epidemic crisis and threaten our democracies well
beyond the current situation.
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